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IN THE CLAIMS 



1 (ORIGINAL) A playing card delivery shoe from which cards may be dealt 
comprising 

a) an area for receiving a first set of cards; 

b) first card mover that moves cards from the first set to a card 
staging area wherein at least one card is staged in an order by which cards 
are removed from the first set of and moved to the card staging area; 

c) second card mover that moves cards from the card staging area 
to a delivery area wherein cards removed from the staging area to the 
delivery shoe are moved in the same order by which cards were removed 
from the first set of cards and moved to the card staging area; and 

d) card reading sensors that read at least one element of 
information of card rank, card suit or card value of each card separately 
after each card has been removed from the area for receiving the first set 
of cards and before removal from the card delivery area. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 1 wherein at least one card but less then an entire 
deck of cards is present in the staging area. 

3 . (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 2 wherein from 1 to 2 cards are present in the 
staging area. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 1 wherein after completion of card reading of at 
least one card in step d), a system of comparison is present to compare the suit 
and rank of the at least one card to expected card information. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The storage shoe of claim 4 wherein the expected card information 
is present in a memory storage component in at least one of the shoe and an 
external computer for each shuffled set of cards inserted in the area for receiving a 
shuffled set of cards. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) The storage shoe of claim 4 wherein the system of comparison is 
present to compare the suit and rank of the cards read in step d) with the expected 
card information for each shuffled set of cards inserted in the area for receiving a 
shuffled set of cards. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The storage shoe of claim 1 wherein said at least one information is 
read in toe device before the card is being removed from the storage device. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The storage show of claim 5 wherein the first set of cards 
comprises a shuffled set of cards. 

9. (ORIGINAL) A card storage shoe comprising a card in-feed area where an 
approximately vertical set of cards can be seated, a card moving element that 
moves one card at-a-time from the approximately vertical set of cards, an 
automatic mechanical transporting system for horizontally transporting individual 
ones of cards moved from the vertical set of cards to a card delivery area, and a 
cani reading system that reads at least one of suits, rank and value of cards before 
cards become stationary in the card delivery area. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 9 wherein a buffer area is present between the 
card in-feed area and the card delivery area and at least some cards remain 
stationary for a time in the buffer area before being delivered to the card delivery 
area. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 10 wherein only one card may be present in the 
card buffer area at any time, 

12. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 1 1 wherein cards are read in the shoe as they 
enter the card buffer area or when the cards are within the card buffer area. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 9 wherein cards are read in the shoe after they 
leave the card buffer area but before they are stationary in the card delivery area. 
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14. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 9 wherein more than one sensor is present along 
a path between the card in-feed area and the card delivery area to detect the 
presence of cards at specific locations. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 13 wherein a sensor-reader reads cards 
discontinuously when the sensor-reader is triggered by a card detection sensor in 
the shoe. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of providing at least one card to a dealer 
for manual delivery of the cards by a dealer comprising: 

placing a set of cards within a card in-feed area; 

mechanically moving cards in the order in which cards are 
removed from the set of cards from the set of cards from the card in-feed 
area to a card delivery area where at least some cards become stationary; 

reading individual cards for at least one of rank, suit or value after 
the cards are removed from the card in-feed area and before the cards 
become stationary in the card delivery area. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 16 wherein the set of cards is placed in an 
approximately vertical stack in the card feed area. 

18. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 16 wherein at least one card from the set of 
cards is moved to a buffer area between the in-feed area and the card delivery 
area, and at least one card remains stationary within the buffer area until the card 
delivery area is sensed to be empty of cards. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 16 wherein at least one card that remains 
stationary in a buffer area remain in the buffer area until a signal generated from 
the shoe indicates that at least one card is to be moved from the buffer area to the 
card delivery area. 


4 

PAGE 5114 * RCVD AT 1 2/2012004 6:40:46 PNI [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 1 DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:952 832 9191 1 DURATION (mm-ss):04-02 


DEC-2O-2004 


2Q MfiRKLITMftNASSOC 9S2 032 9191 

20 . (OWOrNAL) TT,e .nc.hod ot c Wm lS> wherein the S^Js ^^T" 
in the canJ delivery area indicating mat en ^o na . card is desired m the card 
delivery area. 

21 (ORIGINAL The motboa of claim 19 wherein the signal is generatea by a sensor 
in ml cam delivery area ir.aie.or.* that oo card- are present in the eara delivery 
area. 

22 (ORIGINAL) A. eara de.ivcry shoe having a storage ena ana a delivery end, the 

' shoe storing a first set of curds in the storage ena ana allowing manual removal of 
oards from the aelivery ena. at least one first sensor in the delivery ena that senses 
when a eara is absent from the aelivery ena ana sends a signal to a motor that a 
C ara is to be aeliverea to the aelivery ena, ana a motor that mechanically aelivers 
a cara to the delivery ena of the shoe. 

23 (ORIGINAL) The card aelivery shoe of card claim 22 wherein at least one sensor 
" reaas cara valoes in the cara delivery shoe before a card that is read is stationery 

it\ the card delivery end. 

24 (ORIGINAL) The shoe ofdaim 1 wherein a card position sensor is present that 
triggers operation of the card reading sensors so that discontinuous signals ofcards 
are provided by the card reading sensors. 

25 (ORIGINAL) The shoe of claim 9 wherein a card position sensor is present that 
Aggers operation of the card reading system so that discontinuous signals ofcards 
are provided by the card reading system. 

26 (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 6 wherein a card position sensor triggers 
reading of ir. dividual cards so that discontinuous signals of cards are provided. 

27 (ORIGINAL) The card delivery shoe of claim 22 wherein a card position sensor 
is present that triggers operation of card reading sensors so that discontinuous signals 
of cards are provided toy the card reading sensors. 


S LiZ " fl ifis asserted that the reference shows each and every limitation of he claims, as 
recited. 
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